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BOSTON, July 1, 1979. 
HON. KEVIN H. WHITE, 
Mayor of the City of Boston, 


_ SIR, — In compliance with section 24, chapter 3, of the 
Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Commissioners 
respectively submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION 


In accordance with chapter 236 of the Acts of 1966, as 
amended, registration was held as follows: 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 5 P.M., Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays excepted; from July 1, 1978, to 
August 10, 1978, inclusive; August 23, to August 28, in- 
clusive; from October 11, to November 6 for military per- 
sonnel; and from November 8 to December 29, 1978, in- 
clusive, from January 2, 1979, to June 30, 1979, inclusive. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. from August 
August 11, to August 21, inclusive; from September 29, to 
October 6, inclusive, Saturdays included as noted. 

At the central office from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. from August 
11, to August 21, inclusive; from September 29, to October 
6, inclusive, Saturdays included as noted. 
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At the central office from 9 A.M. to 10 P.M., August 22 
for State Primaries and October 10 for State Election. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 9 P.M., except Saturdays when hours were from 9 A.M. to 
to 8 P.M., from August 11 through August 21, inclusive; 
September 29 to October 7, inclusive. 

At locations in each of the twenty-two wards from 6 P.M. 
to 10 P.M. on August 22 for State Primaries and October 10 
for State Election. 

In answer to many requests for special registration, ac- 
cording to statute at schools, colleges, and nursing homes, 
extra sessions were conducted to satisfy these requests. 

Physically disabled: In accordance with the provisions 
of chapter 196 of the Acts of 1946, as amended, persons 
qualified to vote but who were unable to appear at a 
registration office because of a physical disability were ex- 
amined in their homes or other places of confinement upon 
receipt of an application for such registration. Persons so 
registered or found on the voting list were furnished with 
an application for absentee ballots. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS 


At the City Election held on November 8, 1977, the 
number of voters on the list was 249,907. The number of 
voters on the first list published by the Board for 1978 was 
214,214. From that time to the close of registration for the 
State Election, there were added the names of 35,775 
voters. Included in this figure are the names of 5,290 who 
were restored to the voting list without registration under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947, as 
amended, and chapter 555 of the Acts of 1973, as amended. 
The number of voters on the day of the State Election held 
November 7, 1978, was 249,989 an increase of 82 above the 
number of voters on the list preceding the City Election. 
From this figure the names of 1,974 voters were removed 
from the list because of deaths and removals from the city. 
The number of voters on the final list was 250,291. 


NOMINATION PAPERS, REFERENDUM, AND 
RECOUNT PETITIONS 


The Board received 7,000 nomination papers for the 
State Primaries on which 168,138 names were certified; 209 
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referendum petitions on which 3,356 names were certified; 
and 41 recount petitions for the recount of ballots cast in 
the State Primaries on which 480 names were certified. 
This made a total of 7,250 papers filed on which the names 
of 171,974 voters were certified. 


RECOUNTS 


A recount of votes cast in the State Primaries for the of- 
fice of Representatives in the General Court in the Third 
and Sixteenth Suffolk Districts was held on September 28, 
1978. 

REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST 


The names of 4,851 voters were stricken from the voting 
list by reason of death, removal from the city, and other 
causes. 


JURORS 


The jury list prepared by the Board in 1978 contained 
the names of 9,337 residents of Boston. During the time 
covered by this report 6,501 names were drawn for jury 
Service. 


AMERICAN PARTY 


At the State Primaries held September 19, 1978, no can- 
didate received enough write-in votes in the American 
Party to be nominated for governor. As a result the 
American Party lost its status as a major political party. 


GREATER ROSLINDALE HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION ELECTION 


An election was held on Monday, October 16, 1978, 
from 1 P.M. to 8 P.M. at the Roslindale Municipal Building 
on Cummins Highway. 


ABSENTEE VOTING 


Absentee voting applied to the State Primaries and to 
the State Election in accordance with chapter 632 of the 
Acts of 1968, chapter 920 of the Acts of 1971, and chapter 
123 of the Acts of 1966, regulating the method of process- 
ing and counting of absentee ballots made it mandatory 
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that after processing and examination of the affidavits in 
the central office is completed, the absentee ballots must 
be sent to the precinct polling places to be cast and 
counted. Then the said count of absentee ballots cast was 
to be added to the count of the votes cast by the use of the 
voting machines in order that the precinct total could be 
recorded and reported at the precinct level. 

Chapter 267 of the Acts of 1975, allowed that absentee 
ballots received on election day shall be processed and ex- 
amined in the central office and may be counted at the of- 
fice at the hour of closing of the polls. After the canvass 
and the count has been completed, each precinct tally 
sheet, official returns book, and check list shall be amended 
when delivered to the central office. 

Chapter 368 of the Acts of 1966, further regulating 
absentee voting made it possible for a registered voter who 
would be absent from the city on the day of the election 
and who had no mailing address outside of Boston to 
which a ballot could be mailed and seasonably returned in 
time to be sent to the polling place before the closing of the 
polls on election day, to receive a ballot in hand and vote 
by such ballot in the central office before he departed from 
the city. 

Set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots 
for the State Primaries and State Election, 1978. 


State Primaries State 


Dem. Rep. Election 
Application Received 
Civilians sae es abs cota ewe eae eho oes 550 180 1,606 
Physically disabled. sc). 205.54. 02). = jar 1,256 370 2,131 
Federal service personnel (Reg. Nese tas rae eee 17 5 70 
Federal service personnel (S.A.V.) ............2---0005 20 4 21 
Ota. ees ES CVE Lacie neapitel ce ateas 1,843 559 3,828 
Applications Rejected 
Civilians) oe oe ee ae casera ene 24 27 145 
Physically disabled) -.05-- >< eo ee 207 109 144 
Federal service personnel ................... 10 Z 0 
Totals: 2228. i agas hese bors eet et Se 241 138 289 
Ballots Mailed to or in Hand 
Givilians|(mailed)oe.- sconces Saeco 321 80 1,018 
Civilians (in‘hiand) i) 2 Sore se ee 205 73 443 
Physically disabled): ..;.:). 3¢ . jesse ee 1,049 261 1,987 
Federal service personnel ................... PH i 91 
Total aics.s-oeis Soyep ios Mae eee ote eet ier: 1,602 421 3,539 
Ballots Returned from or in Hand 
Civilians (returned). 2 ho: Socio e tere eects 204 45 710 
Civilians (injhand)% 2% 33005. eee ee 205 73 443 
Physicallydisabled 2: 3 gvs: chase oe ees 684 167 1,611 
Federal service personnel ................... 14 1 55 
Total ences tae dc ae ceca Sek Draper ames 1,107 286 2,819 


Total 


Ballots Rejected by Examiners 
(prior to sending to polls) 
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PAIIRCIASSES Her eae eee eee aa Seis eo me alelienet sia touennt ole 97 26 179 
Regeraltsenvice PersOnnels 235.75 ds )0 es «nc im sree, ole wlevslie «as 0 0 1 
TOPE a eect Gee ee eR CRC a PLC Ce ESP) cate ra 97 26 180 
Ballots Sent to Polling Places 
JT LESSER SEA REIS ANI ea ey 0 5 Ase Pah 0 1,005 259 2,618 
IReGeraliSenvice PETSONMNel so... 5 2. elec cee eee oe emis ole 5 1 21 
BNC eee cvctetialcinme a gucpenn ect hasan oenteuayepokegs 1,010 260 2,639 
BallotssReturmed Wnelaimed (0008 os eee. ee le cas ele 6 0 39 
Ballots Returned to Late to be Cast ..................4.. 61 5 132 


Of the 4,212 absent voter envelopes returned and ex- 
amined, 303 were rejected for various reasons by the ex- 
aminer. None of the ballot envelopes so rejected were 
opened to reveal the contents therein. The remaining 3,909 
ballot envelopes were subsequently delivered to the proper 
polling places, prior to 9 P.M. to be cast on the day of the 
election as required by law. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD 


On January 20, 1979, Commissioner Mary L. Gens was 
married to James Greene and under the date of April 18, 
1979, Commissioner Greene resigned. Michael A. Joyce 
was appointed Commissioner to succeed her for the term 
ending April 1, 1982. As of May 18, 1979, Commissioner 
McDermott resigned. Commissioner John M. Robinson 
continued as Chairman of the Board and Commissioner 
Michael A. Joyce was elected Secretary. The Board at this 
time consists of three members with one vacancy. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
July 1, 1978, to June 30, 1979, amounted to $1,163,415. 


John M. Robinson, 

Michael A. Joyce, 

Joseph W. Fitzgerald, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualreportofbo1978bost 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON 


As Returned by the Secretary of State, 1975 


Warde ola nish anar ere teen oa nets a eee aSedied MOTs OREO eee 38,313 
War wile re Mh Ret) eect ayiierorerens eels on Nee ee shes eee eas ea aaa 16,877 
bE TG USES Yah sage Sea Aeterna ea TA as, BRE NI REO roe cg, 24,533 
SE To Ma. SN cs ee ae ee I Sitags ri es Broa rete INNG hasten mE RTS Me 28,395 
Ward ee aera hth sacestee 8 ne ales oar a ioalatlde ta ak ee ashe eee 40,953 
Ward oGpcienag pens 3 tbarpd ce deaiG cle iockicabres > neyo oot ae 19,961 
Ward Fite ois oe et Sky, eRe Se Gee 8 ope ome ee 24,455 
Wand Sie ta. gs. Ce Ae Re ee MO ge ee 12,196 
Wear JOE res tak ac ete ems s. MNIE chere Say Le 2 ee 13,070 
Ward NO .3 isco fe ernst tae ite ated anee b tales Gol ie al aol ei en 21,164 
Wearhl Des cco Pape ete eicrens ong haces Sraeave ste: osha chris Foe ae ae 21,513 
Wanda 2 ee ee ee ene oot Lay ot Se eee 19,887 
Ward are oi cis ie pianos a: cee ae RRION coe sca oi eee oye ee ee 23,520 
Wardle sri car cate oie sbi eae cho tata d create toon eee 41,579 
Weardits ice Qo x Wate e oa a iaereat aha ain clei teuee elec eo ae ae en 20,993 
NET Ie cee aera eter oP rahe oA eRe Ee ene EE MO erie AES 6b 5 28,876 
War I oe Soe eae ee Ee a eee adeno ee eh ore cacao Ra 30,828 
Ward heii 5 seis eu ras sian y Lape Meg tain ee etek scan Sn hee eae Se a ea 63,726 
SUEY bt I ae eens eee ena ia tue UR ean UNGER My oat 6 oc - 28,291 
Wand 20 ie Soe i Bee ose ccm eae faa ak eee ee ih oe eee 45,758 
A Es (74 en en ene mE ne UH NCE Re mA NTs Messin NGA, cn a3 « 43,233 
WARD) 22) ioc Peat alee ti cireiahs emi ie sere ota ere ay arse tr ae eee 293955 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 1 
Property Classification 


Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on May 28, 1975, by a vote of 
220-53, and on September 7, 1977, by a vote of 243-20? 


SUMMARY 

The proposed Constitutional amendment would permit the legislature to 
establish as many as four different classes of real property for tax purposes. 
Property in any one class would be required to be assessed, rated, and taxed 
proportionately but property in different classes could be assessed, rated, and 
taxed differently. The legislature could grant reasonable exemptions. The 
Constitution presently requires all property (other than wild lands, forest lands, 
and certain agricultural and horticultural lands) to be assessed and rated equally 
at full value for tax purposes. 


134,080 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 2 
State Budget Deadline 
Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on May 28, 1975, by a vote of 267-3, 
and on August 10, 1977, by vote of 250-1? 


SUMMARY 
The proposed Constitutional amendment would allow a governor who had not 
served in the preceding year as a governor to submit a proposed budget to the 
legislature within eight weeks of the beginning of the legislative session. A 
governor who had served in the preceding year would still be required to submit a 
proposed budget within three weeks of the beginning of a legislative session. 


Wards Yes No 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 3 
Distributing Information to Voters 


Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on June 26, 1976, by a vote of 244-6, 
and on August 10, 1977, by a vote of 253-1? 


SUMMARY 
The proposed Constitutional amendment would require the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth to send information about questions that will appear on the 
state election ballot to each person eligible to vote in the Commonwealth, or to 
every residence in the Commonwealth where one or more eligible voters live. 
Presently, the Constitution requires the Secretary to send this information to 
each registered voter in the Commonwealth. 


Totals pee at eae ee nid 80,254 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 4 
Residence Standards for State Census 


Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on May 26, 1976, by a vote of 266-0, 
and on August 10, 1977, by a vote of 258-0? 


SUMMARY 


The proposed Constitutional amendment would require that in the taking of the 
‘state census, residence be determined in accordance with the standards used by 
the United States when taking federal census. Under the federal standards, 
residence is based upon where a person spends most of his or her time whereas 
under present state standards residence is based upon legal domicile. The 
standards would be subject to any exceptions which the legislature might enact. 


74,621 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 5 
Charter Commission Deadline 


Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on May 26, 1976, by a vote of 260-1, 
and on August 10, 1977, by a vote of 255-0? 


SUMMARY 


The proposed Constitutional amendment would allow a local charter 
commission eighteen months after its election to prepare a charter or charter 
revision for submission to the voters of a city or town. Presently, the 
Constitution provides that the charter or charter revision be prepared within ten 
months of the election of the charter commission. 


55,671 40,188 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 
Question No. 6 
Student Assignments 
Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on June 11, 1975, by vote of 175-73, 
and on September 7, 1977, by a vote of 173-90? 
SUMMARY 
The proposed Constitutional amendment would provide that a student could 


neither be assigned to nor denied admittance to a public school on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, or creed. 


Wards Yes No 
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VOTES CAST ON PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 7 
Taxation of Land 


Do you approve of the adoption of an amendment to the Constitution 
summarized below, which was approved by the General Court in joint sessions 
of the House of Representatives and Senate on August 11, 1976, by a vote of 
248-5, and on May 24, 1978, by a vote of 257-0? 


SUMMARY 


The proposed Constitutional amendment would give the legislature the power to 
establish a different method of property taxation for land which is used for 
recreational purposes and for land preserved in its natural state. It would add 
these two categories to the existing constitutional provision which allows the 
legislature to tax wild and forest land differently. The amendment’s stated 
purpose is to develop and conserve natural resources and the environmental 
benefits of recreational land. 


67,151 36,946 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION IN REGARD TO SMOKING 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 
Question No. 8t{ 


This Question Is Non-Binding 
Restrict Smoking 


‘Shall the Representative from this District be instructed to vote for the passage 
of legislation which would assure citizens clear air by restricting smoking by the 
general public to separate and clearly posted areas and which would provide for 
fines in the event of non-compliance?’’ 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION IN REGARD TO PROPERTY TAX 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 
Question No. 8+ 
This Question is Non-Binding 
Property Tax 


‘‘Shall the Senator from this District be instructed to vote to approve the passage 
of a bill requiring the reduction and limitation of local property taxes by 
substituting revenue from state taxes, and providing that all state and local taxes 
combined shall not take a larger percentage of the total personal income in 
Massachusetts than the average percentage taken in the three-year period 
immediately preceding approval?”’ 


56,636 


tEleventh and Seventeenth Districts Only 

+All Senatorial Districts except the Second Suffolk and the Eleventh and 
Seventeenth Representative Districts in the First Suffolk and Norfolk 
Senatorial District. 
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VOTES CAST ON QUESTION IN REGARDS TO PROPERTY TAX 
STATE ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 1978 


Question No. 9t{ 
This Question Is Non-Binding 
Property Tax 


‘‘Shall the Senator from this District be instructed to vote to approve the passage 
of a bill requiring the reduction and limitation of local property taxes by 
substituting revenue from state taxes, and providing that all state and local taxes 
combined shall not take a larger percentage of the total personal income in 
Massachusetts than the average percentage taken in the three year period 
immediately preceding approval?”’ 


tIn the Eleventh and Seventeenth Representative Districts of the First Suffolk 
and Norfolk Senatorial District Only. 


e, 


esa 
eles apnea 


+ 
Aes 
ok 


ca 


CITY OF BOSTON a@§3888> PRINTING SECTION 


th 


